
THE IMPORTANCE OF ORGANIZATION 

Organization is Indispensable 
". .. The world is filled with strife for the supremacy. The spirit of pulling away 

from fellow-laborers, the spirit of disorganization, is in the very air we breathe. By 
some, all efforts to establish order are regarded as dangerous,-as a restriction of 
personal liberty, and hence to be feared as popery, these deceived souls regard it a 
virtue to boast of their freedom to think and act independently. They declare that 
they will not take any man's say-so; that they are amenable to no man. I have been 
instructed that it is Satan's special effort to lead men to feel that God is pleased to 
have them choose their own course, independent of the counsel of their brethren." 
GW 486 (9T 257). 

"Some have advanced the thought that as we near the close of time, every child of 
God will act independently of any religious organization. But I have been instructed 
by the Lord that in this work there is no such thing as every man's being 
independent. The stars of heaven are all under law, each influencing the other to do 
the will of God, yielding their common obedience to the law that controls their action. 
And, in order that the Lord's work may advance healthfully and solidly, His people 
must draw together." GW 487 (9T 258). 

"Many have an idea that they are responsible to Christ alone for their light and 
experience, independent of His recognized followers on earth. Jesus is the friend of 
sinners, and His heart is touched with their woe. He has all power, both in heaven 
and on earth; but He respects the means that He has ordained for the enlightenment 
and salvation of men; He directs sinners to the church which He has made a chan-
nel of light to the world." AA 122. 

"Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order characterizes all their movements. The 
more closely we imitate the harmony and order of the angelic host, the more 
successful will be the efforts of these heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no 
necessity for harmonious action, and are disorderly, undisciplined, and disorganized 
in our course of action, angels, who are thoroughly organized and move in perfect 
order, cannot work for us successfully. They turn away in grief for they are not 
authorized to bless confusion, distraction, and disorganization. All who desire the 
cooperation of the heavenly messengers, must work in unison with them. Those who 
have the unction from on high, will in all their efforts encourage order, discipline, 
and union of action, and then the angels of God can cooperate with them. But never, 
never will these heavenly messengers place their endorsement upon irregularity, 
disorganization, and disorder. . . . " TM 28. 

 
"Let none entertain the thought that we can dispense with organization…” 

Ibid., 27. 
 

"Satan well knows that success can only attend order and harmonious action. He 
well knows that everything connected with heaven is in perfect order, that subjection 
and perfect discipline mark the movements of the angelic host. It is his studied effort 
to lead professed Christians just as far from heaven's arrangement as he can; 
therefore he deceives even the professed people of God and makes them believe that 



order and discipline are enemies to spirituality, that the only safety for them is to let 
each pursue his own course, and to remain especially distinct from bodies of 
Christians who are united and are laboring to establish discipline and harmony of 
action. All the efforts made to establish order are considered dangerous, a restriction 
of rightful liberty, and hence are feared as popery. These devoted souls consider it a 
virtue to boast of their freedom to think and act independently. They will not take 
any man's say-so. They are amenable to no man. I was shown that it is Satan's 
special work to lead men to feel that it is God's order for them to strike out for 
themselves, and choose their own course independent of their brethren." Ibid., 29. 

"Oh, how Satan would rejoice to get in among this people and disorganize the 
work at a time when thorough organization is essential, and will be the greatest 
power to keep out spurious uprisings and to refute claims not endorsed by the word 
of God! We want to hold the lines evenly, that there shall be no breaking down of the 
system of regulation and order. In this way license shall not be given to disorderly 
elements to control the work at this time. We are living in a time when order, system, 
and unity of action are most essential. And the truth must bind us together like 
strong cords in order that no distracted efforts may be witnessed among the workers. 
If disorderly manifestations appear, we must have clear discernment to distinguish 
the spurious from the genuine. ..." Ibid., 228, 229, (GW 487; 9T 257, 258). 

"God has not set any kingly power in the Seventh-day Adventist Church to control 
the whole body or to control any branch of the work. He has not provided that the 
burden of leadership shall rest upon a few men. Responsibilities are distributed 
among a large number of competent men." 8T 236. 

 
Early Opposition to Organization: 

"August 3, 1861, I was shown that some have feared that our churches would 
become Babylon if they should organize; but those in central New York have been 
perfect Babylon, confusion. And now unless the churches are so organized that they 
can carry out and enforce order, they have nothing to hope for in the future; they 
must scatter into fragments. Previous teachings have nourished the elements of 
disunion. A spirit has been cherished to watch and accuse, rather than to build up. 
If ministers of God would unitedly take their position, and maintain it with decision, 
there would be a uniting influence among the flock of God. Separating bars would be 
broken to fragments. Hearts would flow together and unite like drops of water. Then 
there would be a power and strength in the ranks of Sabbathkeepers far exceeding 
anything we have yet witnessed." 1T 270, 271. 

"The agitation of the subject of organization has revealed a great lack of moral 
courage on the part of the ministers proclaiming present truth. Some who were con-
vinced that organization was right have failed to stand up boldly and advocate it...." 

"Thus the influence of some of the ministers was against organization, while they 
professed to be in favor of it. They were afraid of losing their influence. But someone 
must move out and bear responsibility, and venture his influence; . . ." 1T 271, 272 

 
"There are many restless spirits who will not submit to discipline, system, and 

order. They think that their liberties would be abridged were they to lay aside their 
own judgment and submit to the judgment of those of experience. The work of God 
will not progress unless there is a disposition to submit to order and expel the 
reckless, disorderly spirit of fanaticism from their meetings. . . ." 1T 413. 



 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHURCH MEMBERS 

Sacredness of Church Fellowship 
"Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular." 1 Cor. 12:27. 
"Although you may feel that you are the least of all saints, yet you are members of 

Christ's body, and through Him you are identified with all His human agencies, and 
with the excellence and power of the heavenly intelligences. None of us liveth to 
himself. To each is assigned a post of duty, not for his own narrow, selfish interests, 
but that the influence of each may be a strength to all." 7T 296. 

"... We are all members of one body and are complete only in Christ Jesus, who 
will uplift His people from the low level to which sin has degraded them, and will 
place them where they shall be acknowledged in the heavenly courts as laborers 
together with God." 9T 202. 

"Christ has given to the church a sacred charge. Every member should be a 
channel through which God can communicate to the world the treasures of His 
grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that the Saviour desires so 
much as agents who will represent to the world His Spirit and His character. There 
is nothing that the world needs so much as agents who will represent to the world 
His Spirit and His character. There is nothing that the world needs so much as the 
manifestation through humanity of the Saviour's love. All heaven is waiting for men 
and women through whom God can reveal the power of Christianity. 

"The church is God's agency for the proclamation of truth, empowered by Him to 
do a special work; and if she is loyal to Him, obedient to all His commandments, 
there will dwell within her the excellency of divine grace. If she will be true to her 
allegiance, if she will honor the Lord God of Israel, there is no power that can stand 
against her." AA 600. 

Responsibilities of Church Membership 
"The great day of the Lord is near; it is near, and hasteth greatly.' Jesus says, `Lo, 

I come quickly.' We should keep these words ever in mind, and act as though we do 
indeed believe that the coming of the Lord is nigh, and that we are pilgrims and 
strangers upon the earth. The vital energies of the church of God must be brought 
into active exercise for the great object of self-renovation; every member must be an 
active agent for God. ..." 5T 266. 

The church of God ". . . on earth is to assume divine proportions before the world, 
as a temple built of living stones, each one reflecting light. It is to be the light of the 
world, as a city set on a hill, which cannot be hid. It is built of stones laid close 
together, stone fitting to stone, making a firm, solid building. Not all the stones are of 
the same form or shape. Some are large, some are small, but each has its own place 
to fill. And the value of each stone is determined by the light that it reflects. This is 
God's plan. He desires all His workers to fill their appointed places in the work for 
this time." 8T 173, 174. 

". . . We must seek His favors with the whole heart if the showers of grace are to 
come to us. We should improve every opportunity of placing ourselves in the channel 
of blessing. Christ has said, `Where two or three are gathered together in My name, 
there am I in the midst.' The convocations of the church, as in camp meetings, the 
assemblies of the home church and all occasions where there is personal labor for 
souls, are God's appointed opportunities for giving the early and the latter rain." TM 
508. 



"And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart." Jer. 29:13. 

"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching." Heb. 
10:25. 

"And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." Acts 2:47 (last 
part). 

"And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven-and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven." Mat. 16:18, 19. ' 

"The church is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. It was organized 
for service, and its mission is to carry the gospel to the world. From the beginning it 
has been God's plan that through His church shall be reflected to the world His 
fullness and His sufficiency. The members of the church, those whom He has called 
out of darkness into His marvelous light, are to show forth His glory. The church is 
the repository of the riches of the grace of Christ; and through the church will 
eventually be made manifest, even to `the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places,' the final and full display of the love of God. Ephesians 3:10." AA 9. 

"We are not to feel that the work of the gospel depends principally upon the 
minister. To every man God has given a work to do in connection with His kingdom. 
Every one who professes the name of Christ is to be an earnest, disinterested 
worker, ready to defend the principles of righteousness. Every soul should take an 
active part in advancing the cause of God. Whatever our calling, as Christians we 
have a work to do in making Christ known to the world. We are to be missionaries, 
having for our chief aim the winning of souls to Christ. To His church God has 
committed the work of diffusing light and bearing the message of His love. Our work 
is not to condemn, not to denounce, but to draw with Christ, beseeching men to be 
reconciled to God. We are to encourage souls, to attract them, and thus win them to 
the Saviour." 6T 427. 

 
Faithful Stewardship 

"All the firstborn of thy sons thou shalt redeem. And none shall appear before me 
empty." Ex. 34: 20 (last part). 

"But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings." Mal. 3: 8 (last 
part). 

"God blesses the work of men's hands, that they may return to Him His portion. 
He gives them the sunshine and the rain; He causes vegetation to flourish; He gives 
health, and ability to acquire means. Every blessing comes from His bountiful hand, 
and He desires men and women to show their gratitude by returning Him a portion 
in tithes and offerings,-in thank offerings, in freewill offerings, in trespass offerings. 
They are to devote their means to His service, that His vineyard may not remain a 
barren waste. They are to study what the Lord would do were He in their place. They 
are to take all difficult matters to Him in prayer. They are to reveal an unselfish 
interest in the building up of His work in all parts of the world." PK 707, 708. 

 


